
THE NATHAN HALE NATURE PRESERVE 
 

A PROPOSAL TO THE TOWN OF HUNTINGTON  
ENVIRONMENTAL OPEN SPACE & PARK FUND ADVISORY COMMITTEE (EOSPA) 

 
The property recommended for acquisi4on is a part of a ten-acre parcel of land in Halesite, eight acres of 
which are within the Town of Hun4ngton (two acres are within the Village of Hun4ngton Bay). 
 
The area is typical of the northern part of Hun4ngton where the bays, harbors, streams and hilly, forested 
lands were leA following the retreat of the glaciers thousands of years ago.  Early seClers were followed in the 
late 1800's with beach clubs, hotels, small estates and planned residen4al communi4es such as Bay Crest.  
The subject parcel is the only remaining large undeveloped and heavily forested property in Halesite and is 
surrounded by residen4al homes. 
 
This property was originally purchased from The Halesite Company by the Parker family in 1924-1926, who 
sold it to the Schlaijker family in 1952.  In 2020 it was acquired by a developer, Vineyard Bay Estates, LLC, 
which is in the process of obtaining approval from the Town to subdivide it and construct eight houses.  
 
Upon learning of the planned subdivision a number of nearby residents aCended a mee4ng of the Planning 
Board on August 2nd and expressed their concerns about the proposed development.  While some objec4ons 
were focused on the many construc4on problems shown on the plans such as the steep slopes, ravines, 
substan4al excava4on and retaining walls, as well as the removal of hundreds of trees, access for emergency 
vehicles, etc., the overwhelming objec4on was the poten4al destruc4on of the heavily forested area that has 
always been a peaceful sanctuary for birds and wildlife as well as a home for specimen trees and rare 
plan4ngs.  As a result, the Nathan Hale Nature Preserve Commi3ee was formed.  
 
A tour of the land reveals that it is impressively hilly and drops from its highest eleva4on  along Bay Avenue 
some 90 feet to the lowest, along Vineyard Road. The forest is marked by statuesque trees and lush flora and 
fauna in picturesque glades. Addi4onally, the property is home to hundreds of wildlife and bird varie4es, as 
documented in the 1967 Hun4ngton Audubon Society report to the Town of Hun4ngton.   Current neighbors 
living adjacent to this land report the long-4me presence of two signs on the property, which appeared to be 
Suffolk County-generated, highligh4ng the land as a “Bird Sanctuary.” (Those signs have disappeared.)  The 
immediate neighborhood is also marked by several homes of historic significance, including the Bay Avenue 
residence of Fanny Brice, the subject of “Funny Girl.” 
 
In the 1900s, a por4on of the land welcomed the plan4ngs of world-class specimen rhododendron and 
azalea, preserved here aAer being safeguarded by local garden clubs and experts when war between the US 
and Japan broke out in World War II. These plan4ngs were so well known and treasured in garden circles that 
they were visited frequently by gardening clubs from New York City and beyond who traveled out by train to 
see them and to award medals to Dorothy Schlaikjer, the land owner, for her efforts.   
 
We ask the Town to recognize the unique nature of this piece of undeveloped forest that has managed to 
survive for centuries as a pris4ne link to our land history. We propose the Town transform it into a quiet 
Nature Preserve in order to secure the benefits it offers for study and contempla4on, environmental safety 
and ecology:    
 
We believe that this acquisi4on meets the criteria outlined for EOSPA considera4on as discussed below. 
 



First, there is no similar, comparable or large undeveloped and unique forest land in Halesite and it has long 
been a peaceful sanctuary for birds and wildlife as well as a home for specimen trees and rare plan4ngs. 
 
Whether this acquisi4on would be in "Furtherance of the goals contained in the State Open Space 
Conserva4on Plan, State Comprehensive Outdoor Recrea4on Plan, or other federal, state or county passive or 
ac4ve recrea4on plans/programs for which matching funding may be availed by the Town", we believe a 
Nature Preserve meets the descrip4on outlined in the 1998 Town of Hun4ngton OASIS study:  
 

“What is Open Space? Open space has intrinsic u4lity and value. It serves many purposes, whether it 
is publicly or privately owned. Open space is more than just vacant land which has not been 
developed for residen4al, commercial, industrial, ins4tu4onal or other intensive uses. Lakes, streams, 
beaches and cliffs qualify as open space. Ballparks, playing fields, urban parks, public gardens, 
cemeteries, wetlands, forestland and farmland are also open space. What is defined as open space 
depends, in part, on its surroundings. A vacant lot used for a community garden or a small marsh, are 
important open spaces in a crowded city. A narrow corridor or a pathway for walking or bicycling is 
open space, even though it may be adjoined by intensive development. Historic and archeological 
sites are oAen associated with significant open spaces and they are part of the heritage of New York 
State.” 

 
As to whether this acquisi4on would be in "Adherence to the needs and goals iden4fied by the Hun4ngton 
Comprehensive Plan", our proposal clearly falls into line with Town policies as outlined in the Town of 
Hun4ngton Horizons 2020 plan. 
 
We also believe that the acquisi4on is consistent with "Considera4on of prior acquisi4on preference, 
nomina4ons, and consistency with other governmental plans, programs and analyses, especially Town Open 
Space Index, DraA Open Areas Informa4on System (OASIS) Study; State Local Waterfront Revitaliza4on 
Program or local programs subject to formal approval" - that have previously been approved by the Town of 
Hun4ngton.  
 
Regarding the ques4on whether the owner would consider selling the property, following the Planning Board 
hearing on August 2nd, members of the commiCee spoke briefly to Walter Morris, managing member of 
Vineyard Bay Estates, LLC.  He indicated at that 4me he would be amenable to selling the property at the "fair 
market value" but did not give a specific amount.  
 
Finally, we believe that designa4on as a Nature Preserve, like others in the Town, would serve dis4nct and 
oAen unmet needs of the ci4zens of Hun4ngton, such as bird watching, walking paths, garden study and 
na4ve plant research.   There is nothing like this in the Halesite area that provides:   
• Biodiversity of plants, animals, birds, insects 
• A home for numerous species of birds and wildlife like deer and fox 
• Beau4ful old trees and historical specimen plan4ngs 
• Peaceful quiet 
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